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LETTER to + FRIEND, 
Relaring to the 
Prefent Convocation ax Wiſin. 
—_ A 


Have fully confilered what you have been pleaſed ty 
offer to'me [in yours theConvecation now 


I 


concerning 

met at 'Weftminſter; and the Alterations -intended to be 
ina yonesr — —— ns Conſtitu-- 
'tions©f our C 1 what you apprehend 
to bereducible to-chefe thrte heads: 1, Zhat ma altert» 


Hors oug bt at all'ro he made in things pertdiniag v0: R 


'on but 'when there #/a very great | | for it 2, 

at prefent there 'is m0 ſuch neceſſity for t clwatior.iner- 

_ anc That, if there were, this is nd-time for it , 

:16ht ſ0!1628y the \Farhers uf tur Church, itud -dther» enej- 

Jong 4-4 the Clergy do now* by their ſaſpenfion fland. 
twcapacitated to aft with us wir no 

Xi the tilt, I readily grant what you {ay, That 

_ is more dangerous to Religion, than frequently 
ealterarions m'the things pertai thereto, be-- 

cold ion unfteadineſs as ro'thete, although-in outward 

he nag eg onely , which are ' always alterable, may 


o many become an argument againft-.the whole. For- 
: ehirs being mulcitudes among us who. are not able to- 


diſtinguiſh berween. what 'is circumſtadtial and what 'is- 

effential in--our Worſhip, what is-in'thepower-of the 

Church to alter, -and what 1s'not, and are apt to call 

&very alteration thoogh in things merely indifferent , q 
A.2 


(z) 


and which the variation of times have made totally in- 
ſignificant to the firſt end af. their eſtabliſhment, to be a 
change. of the Religian, it ſelf; and Of! luding 
that we. have no. nit all for; tht ih thee 
ſee us {o often vary from, may fromhence be' induced to 
caſt off all res een for our Churth- and the Worſhip 
of God eſtabliſhed therein , and become Apoſtates from 
us either to Popery;or Atheiſm all theirhife after. For che 
prevention whereof I readily grant what you fay, That 
ſuch alterations ought not to be attempted but when 
there is an abſolute neceſſity for them. And therefore 
the Church of Zxg/and' may- be juſtifyed in her Procee-. 
dings hitherto, chat:ſhe hath not-been forward: oft every 
: demand of the -Diſſenters to'unkinge thoſe of her Com- 
- munion from cher long received eſtabliſhments, but hath 
to the utmoſt reſiſted all alterations from them, hoping . 
- by other leſs dangerous methods to cure the diſtraQtions 
- and heal this dividons that-are among us. - But. when at 
ter-her —— of all» other : ways 'they' have. all 
- proved ineffeQtual - to attain the end propoſed, and the 
Church hath: ſtill grown weaker and weaker", and thoſe 
- that diſſent from it till ſlranger.and Chenges .underiall 
- thoſe attempts which have been made'uſe of. for the. re- 
uniting them -to us, ſo that now we are-brought to that 
paſs, that without coming to a temper with them. and 
abating ſomething on our fide for the ſake of peace and 
union with them, we cannot. have that proſpeft as for- 
merly of ſupporting the Church of God and maintaini 
the Honour of his Worſhip with ſacceſs among us. 
" think now to make ſuch alterations as are propoſed a 
thing ſo abſotutely neceſſary as ought not any longer to + 
be deferr'd. this I hope I ſhall be able clearly to 
convince you of-in. anſwer to your ſecond head of ob- 


jetion, from theſe following reaſons. 
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creaſe of Pony and airy ang the pr 

of. all manner 0: 

ws TE 

a deſcri | y. muſt lye 
Rr utmoſt that in us 


DA es xemoye it, hoe EN! Way LY: there no) 

| Zak Kh cap to Toms of 

| Ri he already 29d ll metodsof By 
mol , All. force of argumentation to convince 


| alſo Church Cenfi d, Penal 
ES. ans mee Going hance 


' [the caring: a Keg EI 
Har.as we arg able; we ivr of tar wh 
gr whole __ thereto ;- thoſe >, EX 
| en cannot cQr orm.With us LS, 
| Sx yn Ur of TaFranon Nerf Ah F, 
. preſli or when, qur_diviſions ran > i 
CODE ities againſt each © vi far increa 
- that Diſſenters were driv £0 by: Fhets to-take | from 
us in the Camp of our. comma Eneiny and join with 
the Papiſts againſt us to the ering both. of Church 
and State to pen: ruin. - The Parli 6s then thought 


(z) 
it tine to- provide for the publick Safety by we 
thee men thee ny *. af Toes at 


No Of Kel ty 49d Bake 6 Vet Fr. 
'of 6 4nd protedtion is we uo weirs 
hire &s 1h Ieft as of coming to a tion with 
them bur by following the fame which the Stte 
hath gone in before us, and by condeſcenſion and abate- 
tnents to'recohtle thofe then uiito us :/ For they are 
naw no mire "itt dat peter to force thern'to 4 confor- 
mity rept than'we 'ate in theirs, and therefore they 
bets 61 equitl 'tertn; With "us of right ard proteQion 
| # the Goverrtntiit'tunder which we live, 'treity'and 
vl abitemmthr 15 the dnely merhod tow Whereby 
We cah 'be "brought to x lioy with/eath 0ther ; and 
why we thould not abate for'rhe ſake of 'this which car- 
rieth with it be mife of fo great ood #nd benefit to 
'the ORueeh of 'Chrift atnorg'ts, Twould deſire' a reaſoh 
froth him that's, able to Give it! For what re'thoſe 
thicgs which we' differ about , that we'truft for ever {a- 
erifice to them the peace both of 'Church and State with- 
th comm enon of Oita nog 7 ee 


Wie erin thaon of TA us? fre a' 
x '6/6r three c 


ws 6 in. our great value that 'we 
muft for the fike * thin TRIS thoſe diſcords. 
and diviſions b6th ih Church and State which have on 
long hat: &nfoſt ro wtrer yuine'? Ts it-/ 

nough that We have had alrcady a twenty years War b- | 
bout them ? and, is It not enough, 'that ever fince our 
deliverance from that, for the ſake of thoſt trifles , we 
have for theſe thirty ne kit driven up our divifi- 
ons and animoſities other to that height as 
that we had almoſt t \ jv 'up' our Church to Pb 
pery and our Governtient to Tyranny thereby 2 Cer-. 


rinly, after allthis, it's time to ſirdownrand confiter _ 
ther 


now 
| of nothing:ieſs than 
to his abſolute Tyranny 


553 þ 
'F H, 


pleaſed God'to aye this King 

T hope'wo a hopes 
utchoſt we ure able to-unite the Nation ho ou: ftp en. 
ſo much requie {it for the (publick thereof. ' Foe 
he © of 24t then are nbw-upen ws" for this 
, and the hopes of: proſerving Chuteh/ and Stare 

mn © great dangers under- which they are now lt in- 
voly'd, do in s great meaſtre depend 
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(s) 
doe for our common Peace now met and put in 
a way to remove obſtacles which have ſo long 
diſturbed it. | Have not already loft our 


reputations 
with the of the-Land infiting roo rigeronthy 
on thoſe thi hy xe pes go meaſure 


again rene di by our firm and ſucceſ: 
2gainſt the Popith cauſe; ſhall; we be. fo far ink atuated-as 


agair -$0,xum;the ſarhe-righe> will weokut now. come: ta 

that? remper/and-trioderation/ in;out; eſtabliſhments /ag 

may 1 that bone-: of; contention -Whnch / hath'{>6 

nas. yea vs,” and thunk of ſuch abatements as may 
to! the {ethng of: Peace-and Linion among us ;' the 

momls ofidl han people thall blefs ps,/ abdowerhatli gg» 
quire thereby ; — Veneration and regard: amo 'them 

that they hall all loble 6n -us as the! onehy-fairhif 

herds: whaſe: voice RR —_ -:abd'we: mu | 

enabled: to difc duties of our 

them with that- _—— to our ſebvev.and. 

25 ſhall ſoon - fix our Church 'tipor « foundation 

more to be ſhaken by A ESIDY Bur if _ 

contrary we {tilt perſiſt in-our old rigor , and: abate no 

expeeſtion in our Litnegy, nor ceremony 1 10. our 
for! the ſake of ſo: great a good ; forrmy: | Sccome 
pedt- nothing leſs that we become 'd of :the 


whole Nation , as the-common Enemies 'of its:peace ; 
and. be treated accordingly in every. Pariſh: where we 
live; among: them. ey yrs wry "28 in-which as 


IST crea og 


C2) _ 

the ſdme'Conſtancy APCs the ancient Chriſtians 
id * the Arrians , pps Prod, letter to them to 
and the.whble controverſie” berween us; \- But notwith- 
Andi _— -onr learged>Prototutor hath beeh plea-' 
ſed in his/Latin Speech'ts the Convocation to ſuggelt , 
this is by 'no* means ourprefent caſe. - Fof what Article 
ofFaith, hat requiſite of oar an is it 
in. which'any alverations-are at all intended: to'be/ 

arly in Pirpd arryertopeyyy Mt if he knows 


d 


ry Leaded : are To 
_ A —___ ity that Petn: af 


fire hi SD ES as being one of- 


Commiliion, w are prepared, that A are. 
onely. in. thoſe 7 iron ties, which' have ironic 
all of 1the- Ofharelofroim#he beginning-been ever 
allowtd to jon; es por ys good' of the- 
Church ſhould. ir. And therefore fince' at-preſent 
(as 1 have ſhown dats Ee; hin 
order to the: peace 
ſo the publick-mrereſt ' of the-State 


arfiong vs," but al- 
pre preſent —_— \ Sr 

cryation. in its: exigent? o fo much re» 
quire: that. thoſe alterations ſhould be made, why do 
we fo, obſtinately; ſtick at 'thoſe matters, whereby not. - 
onely the cauſe 'of:Godl-in'the welfare of his 'Chutch , 
ye ATI rt. «nay ers Pap the Nation, 
15 {0 greatly prejudiced by*us ? As it is a great'errour in 
ſome of our difſenting/Brethren to allo cching laws 
full to be. made uſe of in our publick Worſhip but 
what they find particular warrant for in Scripture , S (+) 
is it no-keſs a: miftake in' us to hold any thing of this 
nature not preſcribed there to- be unalterable. For our 
Saviour haying given us his divine Law , and therein a- 

B 


mong 


_— 


vernment of his Church # for the better i 
every member of it to all the duties enjoined, 
very reaſon deſcended not to- preſcribe / rad Acer 
manner, -rites and conſtitutions which” his Church after- 
wards made uſe of in the performance of all this, becauſe 
it Was impoſſible that any unelterable:-rule could at. alt 
be given of thoſe matters. For-the yeaſon of theſe being 
ageh wrange benry order in the Church of God; and: to 
he as helps therein the better to uifluence | the minds of 
* men to the performance of the Divine Commarids muſt 
be of their @wn- nature: variable, rare 
to the different yariatians-of times; circumſtances 'and 
the cuſtoms of men they more or le becoine- capablevf 
Ogg d, and. therefore have ever beer: 


. oficatity 
nck of mea, or any other cauſe hatipmade that alteraion 
in the Times, and in the hamours and cuſtoms of. thofe 
that live in them, that theſe ehings inſtead of conducing 
any f Knee to that good end do on the! contra- 
ry adminiſtey only to Schiſm and Divifion in the Church, . 
and ta diſtraction and diſcord/in; the State, whereby the 
peace of both is miſerably difturb'd, as'is too maniteſtly 
eur cale ; from hence therecrifah 2 reafon altogether as: 


ſtrong for their —— as ever there was at _—_— 
ir. 


* 


Hey brig bork opoa Olin and Bak thi 
ligation, © hich cannoe-T think wi ithour guilt be refiſted, 
of coming to a change in theſe matters. | 
' And 'to-come: to the , £01 rted 
between us, . F readily: that the in Baptiſm 
had a 5 Af nrinkire lie the Mad th For 


Church, to TE —_ that they ought. not to be 4- 
ſhamed hereof And 1 doubt. not bur that it was of excel- 


(10) 


ſtaney under the-banner of the Captain of our Salvation, 
as was rſt intended, become an Enſign of war to make 
us fight againſt each other, and a. Croſs of torment 
thercon, again to, crucifie the Lord, of life in his body 
the Church , and rent its bowels ,afunder by thoſe la- 
mentable diviſions which it cauſeth among us ; in this 
caſe I think we have an obligation upon us not to be re- 
ſiſted from the abſolute necellity of the thing , either to- 
tally to lay this Ceremony aſide, or elſe make ſuch a- 
batements concerning its uſe, as may allay all theſe 
heats of contention and miſchiefs of ſeparation which 
have been cauſed in the Church of Chriſt thereby. And 
I here plainly aver that the Church of Exg/and cannot 
be guiltleſs in this matter , if ſhe doth not on this op- 
portunity, now put into her hands by this preſent mee- 
ting of the. Convocation , doe ſomething herein , and 
that eſpecially ſince by an unwary expreſſion in her Ca- 
nbns, wherein ſhe hath explained this Ceremony to be 
that whereby the perſon baptized is dedicated to the ſer- 
vice of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhe hath wrongfully. attributed 
thereto the ſacramental effect which belongs to Baptiſm 
onely, and thereby adminiſtred a:great part of the oc- 
caſion to all the diviſions which have been riſen about it. 
2. As to the Surplice -I am ſufficiently ſatisfied thas 
nothing is more unreaſonable than thoſe Cavils which 
are riſen againſt it. For it is onely an habit of diſtiai- 
on, Which the Miniſter for the fake of order and decen- 
cy makes uſe of in, the execution of his FugQtion in the 
ſame manner as is practiſed in all other Offices and Pro- 
feſlions of men, and thoſe that except. againſt..it may as 
avell except againſt the Robes of a Judge on the Bench, 
or the Gown of a, Mayor. whea he les in his Core 
poration., it being altogether as, reaſonable that a Mani- 
ſter ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by a proper, habit in the ex- 
ecution of his Office , as they Jin, theirs. But when 
_ | through 


Wi! 
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through the malice of ſome 'in working ſtrange objeQi- 
ons againſt it into the minds of men, and the weakneſs 
of others in receiving and believing them , it is now be- 
come ſo great a ſtumbling; block of offence as to drive 
multitudes to forſake our Churches, and be diſaffeted 
to the Worſhip of God which is performed in--them ; 
whatſoever was the reaſon of its firſt appointment, ſure 
I am that from hence- there is a much greater totally to 
lay it aſide, and appoint another that may be. leſs offen- 
ſive in its ſtead. The Union of the Church and the Be- 
nefit which the Souls of men may receive thereby being, 
certainly things of far greater moment than to be ſacri- 
ficed to (© trivial a matter as that of a Garment. 

3. Kneeling at the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is 
a.poſture ſo proper to that Holy Ordinance, that of all 
the Conſtitutions of our Church, this is the laſt I ſhould 
be willing to part with ; becauſe I think the hi 
ſture of Devotion is that which is always moſt natural 
for us to be in when we are receiving from Chriſt ſo 
great and ineſtimable Benefits as thoſe which are rea- 
ched out unto us in that Holy Myſtery. But ſince the 
weakneſs of many who are good and well meaning men 
have been ſo far impoſed on by ſeveral fallacious argu- 
ments which they have not skill enough to ſee through, 
as to think it ſinfull to receive in this poſture, and here- 
by the Table of the Lord becomes deſerted , and, the 
Souls of many deprived of the benefit of that Spiritu- 
al Food which is adminiſtred thereon , - contrary. to the 
intention of our Saviour , who hath by no meansgn- 

wred. us on any ſuch account as this to debar men 
| Communion , and deprive them thereby of thoſe 
Benefits of Salvation which-we are {ent to adminiſter un- 
to them, it is time for us -now to abate of our rigor 
in this matter ; and when we.are not able to bring men 
up by reaſon of their weakneſs to the Conſtitutions of 
þ | the 
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the Church , be fo far indv!gent as to deſcend to them ; 
and give them the Sacrament in their own way, rather 
than for the ſake of a poſture onely debar them of the 
Benefits which their Souls may receive thereby ; and to 
-doe otherwiſe I doubt will not onely be a Sin againſt 
Chriſtian wane 4 in prejudicing the Salvation of many, 
but alſo be an abuſe of the Commiſſion intruſted with 
us. For I can by no means be perſuaded that Chriſt 
hath given us the power of the Keys to ſhut out thaſe 
from the Benefits of this Sacrament who in all other 
reſpes being good and righteous men, have onely this 
weakneſs, that they cannot comply with us in receivin 
thereof in that poſture which the Church preſcribes, 
and for which it hath no other warrant but its own 
Conſtitutions. For how fitting a poſture ſoever Kneelin 
may be for the receiving of this Sacrament, this muſt 
undeniably be allowed, that neither Scripture direQts it, 
nor Antiquity ever uſed it;' it having been for ſeveral 
ages after Chriſt the conſtant praQtice of all the Churches 
in the World «to GE — , _ oy this 
may not again by a particular diſpenſation from 

ſent eſtabliſhment be allowed wok and Gragutons 
perſons for the fake of peace and union with them, 1 
can ſee no reaſon that ſavours either of a Chriſtian tem» 
per or Chriſtian Charity that can be ſaid to the con- 


= As to the Liturgy of our Church I freely acknow- 
ledge, and I think no man can contradi& me herein, that 
it Sthe beſt which was ever yet uſed in any Chriſtian 
Church, but that it ſhould therefore be {o as not 
to be capable of amendments or alterations for the berter 
doth by no means follow. For nothing of humane com- 
poſure can be ſuch, eſpecially in a thing of this nature, 
where proceſs of time and alteration of 'circumſtances 


frequently produce a neceflity for correRion, 2s-molt 
certain- 
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certainly in our Liturgy very often doe. For the 
- kanguagein which it is wrote being conſtantly ## flaxs, as 
all other living languages are, in every age ſome words 
that were in uſe in the former grow obfolete, and ſome 
phraſes and expreſſions formerly in grace and faſhion 
through difuſe become nncouth and ridiculous, and at-- 
ways to continue theſe in our Liturgy without correction 
would be to bring a diſparagement upon'the whole, and 
expoſe to contempt the worſhip of God among us. Be-- 
ſides there are ſeveral things which in one age may con- 
duce todevotion, which through variation of times and 
circumſtances may not be born in another ; ſeveral things 
which may be the proper matter of Prayer at one time 
which may not be ſo in another, and all thoſe things calt: 
tor alterations and amendments whenever they happen. 
And therefore I am fo far from aflenting with ſome of 
our Bretliren in this particular, that our Liturgy | 
not to be altered , that-I think it abſolutely 
from the abovementioned particulars that it be always at 
leaſt once in 30 years bronght to a review for this pur- 
pole. And I am ſure this hath been the judgment of the: 
whole. Chriſtian Church from the beginning til thistume: 
The Greek Church hath fo often altered as to this, and. 
made ſo many different forms of their Liturgies, that a 
Collection of them in a late Auction amounted to twen« 
ty Volumes; and the Latin Church who-brag moſt of 
their conRancy it theſe matters have rather exceeded: 
than come belund them herein, as in the old Manuſcripts- 
of their Liturgies will tufficiently appear to any that will. 
take the pains to look into them. _ Nay they were fo far 
from continuing one age in conformity with another 
herein, that they obſerved none at all in this matter; bur 
almoſt every Province had its different Liturgy, and it's- 
well known that there were five different forms of them 
in this Kingdom till. the Reformation, aad _— 

"Y 
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alſo »practiſed in". other parts'of 'the Latin or *Romiſh 
Charch ,* and a general Agreement as to this was” thien 
fo far from being thought neceſſary, That the A of 
King Eward the VIth was the firſt Law for a uniform 
Litvrgy in any Church that was ever enacted from the 
beginning of Chriſtianity to that time. Bur neither did 
that exclude all varying from it in after times. The Li- 
turgy that was firſt eſtabliſhed in that King's reign, 
within a very little while after underwent '2 review ; ' 
which produced very conſiderable alterations in it. And 
when Q. El/zz. came ' to the Crown many others were 
made therein. And thoſe who compute the late altera- 
tions decreed in the Convocation of 1662. tell us they 
amount to the number of 400. And why we-.onely of 
this preſent time ſhould be debarred the privilege of Aug 
' tering our ſelves in this matter , which all other times 
of the Church before us have enjoyed , I would -fain 
know 'a'reaſon. Thus far fure I am that no-time had 
ever more need to make uſe of it for the publick good 
than this in which we now live. For the Exigences 
of the State call loudly upon us to doe that herein 
which may tend "to its ſafety, and the peace of the 
Church and the intereſt of Religion plead as hard on 
the other hand to the ſame purpole, for the removing of 
animoſities and diviſions, and the reſtoring of Union 
and Charity among us. And what can we fay for our 
ſelves if we continue deaf as to all this? But to. come 
to the Liturgy it ſelf; are there not many things in it 
which with ſome ſhew of reaſon our diſſenting Bre- 
thren except againſt 2 and are there not many more | 
which we our elves heartily wiſh might be amended 
and improved? certainly, were there no other reaſon to 
induce us to comply with our Brethren that diſſent 
from us, in making ſuch alterations as would fatisfic 
them , I ſhould think this a very ſufficient one , that 
we 
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that we. have an nity given us at the ſame time. 
alſo to gratifie our ſelves in ſuch further alterations and 
improvements which we our ſelves defire. For muſt 
the Story of 7obit and his Dog and that of Be/ and the 
Dragon get j ſupplant,. Canonical Scripture. in. our 
hes, and we be forced to read ſuch ridiculousthings 
to our people inſtead of the Word of God? mult we al- 
wage be forced to read the old Tranſlation of the Palms, 
and impoſe that on the people for true Scri which 
in ſo great a number of places quite differs from it 2 
muſt we always be fo in our.addreſſes to God Al- 
mighty with a flattery not to be warranted, to call eve- 
ry King that reigns over us moſt Religious, though the 
whole tenar of his life may be quite the contrary ; and 
pray that he may be kept and ſtrengthned in the true 
worſhipping of God, though openly profelling {b falfe a 
_— as that of Popery > And muſt we alſo be for- 
ced ſtill to .put that abuſe upon the power. of the Keys 
committed to our charge, as to excommunicate, and 
thereby thruſt out of our Churches ſometimes the beſt of 
our people for being right or wrong. overthrown in ſome 
penny or twopenny Cauſe in our Eccleſiaſtical Courts ? 
And muft we always be neceffirated to pronounce. all 
damn'd that do not believe every tittle in 4thavafiw's 
Creed which ſo few do underſtand ; and on the contrary 
to declare every man ſav'd at his bnrial how wickedly 
ſoever he liv'd all his life before? And muſt we always 
be bound to many other grievances 'and defects of this 
. nature, which I could tell you of, and till deny our 
ſelves all redreſs under the burden of them, by refuſin 
all thoſe deſirable alterations and improvements whic 
are now in our own power to effe, becauſe ſome of our 
Brethren are obſtinately bent to doe nothing for the a- 
tisfaRion of thoſe that diſſent trom us ? Jn ſfumm, it 
cannot be denied, but that _ many things in -ov 


/ Litn 
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Liturgy which may be amended and improved , many 
defets in our Diſcipline and Conſtitutions which may 
ocfup lied, and abundance of other particulars in our 


which may receive a great dvance for the bet- 
ter enabling us to- promote Religion and Piety, and ſup- 
pw fin and iniquity among us. And ſince the King and 
arliament are now {ſo we!l inclined to comply with us 
in all theſe particulars, which we have ſo often Iaboured 
for in vain 1n other times, provided that we will on our 
ſide doe what juſtly we may to fatisfie our diffenting 
Brethren for- the fike of peace and union among us, 
which the. neceſſities of our preſent circumſtances. doe. 
{o much require for our common ſafety ; it is a barter 
of that advantage on our ſide, that none I think can res - 
fuſe that have any regard to the honour of God, the 
good of his Church, or the true intereſt of Religion a- 
COTE ae HA DRT 
But , to all what I have faid 1, very well know man 
objections will be >» Which I daily hear from thoſe 
who are of your opinion in this matter. The firſt is, That 
altering any thing in this now conſtituted Church will 
be like the plucking of a Beam. out of a-well built Houle, 
and that it cannot. be done, without. endangering the 
whole Fabrick. To this anſwer, If all had been of this 
mind we could never have reformed from Fopery , be- 
cauſe this Argument would have been-as ſtrong: againſt 
all alterations then as. now ; . but I thank God we alte- 
red for the better then, ,and ftull preſerv'd our Church, 
and therefore I hope we may he able to doe fo ſtill with- 
_ out any prejudice thereto. ; Pp. 
2. It 1s objected, If we once begun to alter , where 
ſhall we ſtop 2 To this I anfiver, Whenſoever any thing 
is propoſed to us which is not fit to be done... - 
3. It's objedted, If we yield now , they will ſtill be 
craving more, and never xeſt till at laſt they have _ 
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| from us. - To which.I anſier, Winn they. ons his32 
the pl be ne hem wie juſt a mY 
inerin us. not refuſe 45 TL 
«Io grant Hee leſt rhereby we make acod the. 
Saying j 'Onmia dat qui- jute negat ; and 

Es cog ag by our ate rigor 

inſt yielding any thing, to get that power on their 
{de which may us of all. 

4 It's objected, That ſome of thoke alterations which 
they. require are in things as ancient as. the Primitive 
Church, from which we ought not to vary, as may be 
inſtagccd-in the Crols in Baptiſm. To whch I anlwer,, 
Thas, we. avo-;ag_ hoped. fo. yerain. ay that were 
uſed -in the Primitive Church. - For if fo, -w ey 
not>ſtijl cheir Love-feafts and their Deacon 
have been long f@nce diſuſed in all Chriſtian Churches, 
and yet the mention of them. is as gncieat as the Scrip- 

Tures Holoines, A 4n truth it -is ha ences ge 

t ties and exigencics of x urch 
the reaſons of all its conſtitutions. and « fl a 
which are to be framed in every Age as will beft ſate 
with the. g-of 'the honour,0 God. and ghe oglifi- 
cation of his People , to which abundance of, things 

aight very well farve in the primitive times, which 

not now ; and therefore to ſay , that what was;il 
uſe, in the primitive times mult be-xetained now for this 
reaſon onely without any. other to enforce. it is\juſt 
the ſame as if we-were bound to. revive ell the old 
Saxon and Britiſh Laws, becauſe they. were the ancient 
Conſtitutions of this Lagd, without conlidering whether 
they are uſefull to jus or no. 

5. 'The fifch;Objedtian is, That it:will be. a. reproach 
to.change. To which.I aniwer, That jt will bee, gag 

| Kroner reproach obſtinately to-refiſt a;change when there 
15 gaod-realon for jt. And l gherelors 1,cannot apprgve 
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the confidence of that Gentleman, who hath lift up his 
banner againſt the whole intent and defign'of this Con- 
vocagion,' with a Nolumu Leges Anglize* matare. ' For 
doth he think we 'are bound never to make any new 
Conſtitutions in our Church , 'or aboliſh old ones , ac- 
cording as the exigencies of -it doe require? If ſo, 
why: have we any Convocations at all? for is not the 
whole intent and reaſon of theſe afſembiies of the Cler- 
gy of this Church , to conſider its grievances and cor- 
ruptions in the ſame manner as the Parliament- doth 
thoſe of the State, and from time to time, in like man- 
ner”, ide remedies for them , -and that by abokſh- 
.ing old Conſtitutions, as well as by decreting new ones? 
and hath not the Church ever aſſerted this power as one 
of the moſt eſſential things which belong to its Cofiſti- 
rution ? and muſt it now renounce all this for the ſake 
'of this Gentleman's motto > and now, in this critical 
time, when its ſafety doth ſo much depend upon what 
it ſhall doe for it ſelf, rather fit quietly down and lan 
-puiſh to death, than make the leaſt motion 'of effort to 

ve it ſelf. If this be it- which this Gentleman would 
have; we have no reaſon to thank him either for his 
Speech or his Motto, the laſt of which, I ſuppoſe, plea- 
ſed him beſt, becauſe it carried a double ſtab with it, the 
ene againſt the' Church , and the other againſt him that 
was his greateſt benefactor to promote him in-it. - 

6. The ſixth ObjeQion is, That -we have no reaſon 
to alter any thing for the ſake of Diſſenters, becauſe the 
- fault of our divifions is not from any Confſtitutions'of 
ours, but from their obſtinacy and perverſeneſs in un- 
reaſonably diſſenting from-them. To which I anſwer, 
That I acknowledpe all this to be true, that it is not the 
- Church which is the Cauſe of our diviſions: by any of 
its conſtitutions or impoſitions, whuch are a'l rational 
and good, bug they onely who refuſe to ———_— 


(19) 
them. But it doch not follow therefore, that when nothing 
elſe will remove the WP now raifed- 


among us oft 
the account of theſe RN _—_— 
the Unity of the Church, [ies alterations. i 
(which without the leaſt prejudice toour Church; .or the 
Worſhip of God: therein we ma > make) it -ma ug 
riot be a great faultin us now to 

matters, and chat we ought: not her when there is be 
fore us ſo-great a good, / as'the Peace of the Church and 
the Salvation of fo many therein ( whict-it's _ 
may be -too much obſtructed vr diviſions ). be 

" ready to comply with them "E we many 
for the ſake hereof. For they G_ | 
infirm whom we are ſent ta heal, pe 4enew. ey 
bv*that of s Phyſician,-who, when he finds his Patient, 
through that peeviſhneſs which is commonly-incident:to 
the ſick, obſtinately refuſe an wholtſom medicine which 
he him; doth not for this reaſon immediate] 
caſt off all care 'of him ; but thinks: of. ell 


_—_— to his palate and humour , that may dos 


7 The ſeventh Objedtion is, If we moke thoſe alte- 
rations and ſo often change, 'haw qe OR the Pz- 
pifts, who will upbraid us with itz -To;rhis-I anſwer, 
As well as we did in the firſt of Dore Slnbach, nods 

1662. or, if this be an ObjeQion, as well 8s they can us 
for their akerations by the Council of 'Trent , the late 
reformation of their Maſt-books at Paris, and tlie laſt 
Pope's aboliſhing ſeveral Offices concerning the Yagin 


M, 

| 8: The cighh Objcion is We ſhall-by theſe alkers- 
; tions difſaristie our own People. To which I aofwer , 
Why more now than in 1662. when. all readily .com- 
' plyed with and-approved: the like alterations ? [ok I be- 
 Heve more noiſe 1s made of this ObjeRtion , than there is 


(eo) 
tailor reaſor ir it 31 perchkiance there may! be ſome- few 
gn an: weak People; that may be over 2calouſly 


own; b: hope are vapable vi being b 
ns1 thari tothink noy-of thok thuigs 
rations are: defiret:fo facred:as not to be meddled with : 
For this 15 to'attribute that tothe appointments of men, 
whieh-1s:tue:onety.;to the Divine inſtitutions, and is-a 
finfull fuptrſtiriony im whicti they, ought: by-no. means to 
be indulged,” bividre 2s to this to be corrected, and bety 
ter ihformed: by-us, umgder whoſe'care they Sr» _,. 1 
And t having ſhewn you what neceflity t5' u 

on! tis '$0'4 t0 The alterations that will be propoſed 
in-this'preſeat Convocation ; from the great obligation 
we ihate.to remove the Scilms. and heal the Diviſions 
that 'ate among us, T ſhall in the ſecond place ſhew you 
another reaſon-vof-rhis neciity from the promiſe , where- 
yr ourſelves fo to doe: :For-the Biſhops, 
1t1 their Periridn ay Fond, romifed that they would 
cameo atemper with'the Di rs,. whehever put nA 
legal way, and this promiſe all the Clergy in the-Lang 
have ſemedto approve. of by owning that. Petition in 
which twasTontamed,” as they al plainly did-who re- 
fuſed to tcad that Kingz's 'Deckiration incompliance there- 
with and therefore now we'are pur in a legal way by 
being &all&d-together in'Comvrocation , we are bound to 
Tnake this'Promife good. For hereby we have-not-only 
raiſe the xpeRations ofthe Diſſenters, but-alfo of the 
'whole Nation 'too, who-are-eatneſt for the fake -of the 
publick good and peace of the Kingdom, that the ditfe- 
"fences between -us ſhonld be c - and if, we doe 
- nothing in complyance herewith , what can we expect , 
- Gerthatthe general clamour of the People will be raifed 
dþdinſt'us Here6n, #54 baſe land falfe:forr'of meri, who 
ch prone - fair in. timnes of -atveriity., and —_— 
gs” _ 


*) 
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ours. we RT ve alfurance thatany one of them will 
come over to us thereon; and therefore it will be in vain 
reply, Firſt, That it_is by-no Mſen- 
ters ar is wet bo 3 xodells 1 Wd S. MY 'S'an- 
wer {ugge or I know -mulrituides on grant! 
ra My Lore far and 
wm Apr gp wk LO iniſters "are Hor 
#8.10 | S1 et S, techs 7 Has 
| ving many 0 f them” Pr War 090 hs ve des; 
| a larger power than they for in a Church: Bene- © 
4 Ace, would rather for x he of if intereſt "un 4s 
they are; and bans tapicheriſion ar all; tha 
with the People 'T know it will be hel yy gy AF 
will in large numbers -come in to _us as ſoon, x5 thoſt 
alterafions tein our Churchies ; and When, t are 
alſo will 'be forced to. follow.- Bur, Set ly, ſgpole 
it true, Mead voy at al would PR RE over 
tou t p 
Nkkougd is welt” by rot ks dat LY 7h nb 


for" us to proceed any further ma Props: To. whithf 
the alterations propoſed "That molt ) 

they have a more Renta Incom Preater reſpets, 3nd 
brought. inco - the Church thereby to their 

once” comme. off,. it wilf dot. be. lopg. e re their Miniſters 

'We have pronfifed :" 


wwe ſhall Teave them For hy (8 © 
| fied: thereon, and deliver our {elves 7 
with clamonr, ok on we. RTE _ 6; Fg | 


us, and ritieta Lag tha more Sek to us. For a 
'we what we will of the ſtrength and number of thoſe 
| that 
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waody _ now come to our. 
as ready to joyn alſo with 

| publick Miniſtry, as in the times © 
ſufficiently made appear.” For. they 
think not the Controverſie between us of that moment, - 
and therefore cry loudly to us to , and take it v 
ill that ſuch diſcords and diviſions be ſtill maintay- 


ned in the thee ſo much to the prejudice of the pub- 
Keke paged _ 9 ut ſuch. trifling matters as they 
chnk chem Fo be we contend with cach other a- 


they are now the ſuffering party. But if we doour part 
on this accaſion, and make all thoſe ſteps to peace and 
agrecatins: which: are propa, we ſhall not onely ſet our 
ſelves right with them as to this, but if the Diſſeatersdo 
not hereon come in and comply with us, ny will 


OE, he A 
ly fixed on our ſide ever after, But on the contrary if 
we do not our part, but break our papmiſes, and 


the preſent erm put into our hands of d 

beſt towards t neering peach to this io: Irs 
Church and Nation, which all now ſo carneſtly deſire, 
and the of our preſent affairs do make ſoneceſſa- 


Ty for our ſafety, we ſhall ſo far loſe the people of the 

Land, . and give our Adverſazics that advantage over us 

thereby, as I fear may become our total ruine. 

" Bur, Thirdly, another reaſon there is which ſhews the 

wry of our doing what i is propos'd, becauſe if we do 
not 
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not doe it moſt certainly the Parliament It,” For it 


may be 'very well remembred,- that in-| the: Jaſt- Sefſiona © 


the Bill-paſh rhe Houſe of -Lords/in. ardet; hexero, 88d 
when it came down. into the Houſe,of-Commans is! was 
by their deſire that ghe matter was-referred-10/41s, and 
ow e now do nothing ia it, ou mey aſſure your ſelf the 
Parliament will reſume jt again, ;#ad dop-it)yheir own 
way, - 8nd they have the whole. thanks: for ity: =o 
onely the odium, of the whole Natipo - for-! 
To prevent whict let us not caſt che; preſent wn ts 
out of our hands of doing the thing: our ſelvez:: for we 
as Diviges are beſt able tq doe it | 8s. it- 'opght, withous 
ice to. the Moen whoreas if we-cal. it iimo..the 
of La wha of altering: Gireums 
ſtantials tr] 8, breach upon 
the Religion it ſelf ro the! of all... And abou 
this ſhould be avoided, -as.1 tear. it wil. ,B94,in, 
ticulars I could inſtance, as partucyla OR we 


Orders, - yet the leaſt mif i 
tally to = is ; COnyeraN = ths nur, a Joc 
aan ts 
h. my 


reſolve the 
RL EE 7 os ſep & enim 


y deſired to. conſider 
oeflys in aaſwer to all this Four third head of Objedti» 
on tells us, That bow neceſlary: ſoever. this may be from 
the abovementioned Reaſons, yet this.is no proper time 
for it, when ſo many of the Fathers. of our Church, and 


and. 


which the lr of this preſent Con a are Care" 
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-#n0'by ſty my the preſent Form ereate 2 new Schiſny 
among us,” and thereby as: great a breaeht be made in the 
"Church on! the -one- hand, as poſſibly can be tnade up 
onthe other, And rhis Thear is a reaſon much inſifte 
on to defeat the whole deſign and intent of this Corlve- 
cation": 'But in-anſwer hereto T muſt tell” you'thole ex- 
cel{ent petſons-are very' little /beholding - ro them thar 
aſk of thein'kt this 'yate,>rHere being nothing that car 
be &'mre' bitter Libel againſt them. ' For is it'poſſible 
to imigite thar thoſ® who have ſo eminently ſignalli- 
2zed themfelves in- the defence” of the Church, and ''{o 
feadily' yield themſelves to/be Confeſlors for it [8 
all well know®*t1-rhe late Rergn ) ſhould now on a fuds 
den'turm thei Hands againſt it to wound and" deſtroy'ir, 
and all this onaly our'of # deſpetite' peeviſhneſs, be- 
cauſe they have- ſome iinfelicities at preſent” upon then 
which none of s-cati help.” Far be ir frotty thoſe -ermi- 
nent Pathers 'of the Church ts become guilty of fo great 
2wickedneſs apainft ir, and T'thuſt rel you it is-impoL 
fible they ever ſhould, whatſoever fore men' may talk 
hereof to ſerve their-own purpoſe. . For how can they 
whothaye fo longi preached-and wrote-again(t” Sehifnt 
andthe 'Wickednels of it in ſeparating from the# Chiiret 
without a/juſt cauſe, now * become guilty hereof ther- 
ſelves, when there is no cauſe at all to- drive* theres 
it ?- - Should we indeed-put. any thing either” into our 
Liturgy or Conſtitutions, which/is eontrary- either to 
the Doatine or the Precepts-of our Religion,” T thuſt 
confeſs then there would 'be reafon for them to: ſep» | 
rate, and T my felf would make one-of their nimber ; 
but thoſe that are moſt hot againſt the deſign of this 
preſent Convocation do, not tell us that -any- thing of 
this is likely to be done therein, and therefore we may 
fuppoſe the Lithrgy after its preſent review will have 


nothing of this therein, and that any then ſhould —_ 
| rom 


' thy.” 


from us in that where they can find no fault toobje@t'is 3 

nol pr t hat Fn be imagined, but of ſuch onely as are 

ſly bent againſt Reaſon and Conſcience to 

all the wo, Borat: they can to gratifie a peeviſh hu- 

ui, "And therefore thoſe that talk after this rate of 
thoſe excellent and moſt mm re perſons have a 

deal to anſwer for to then for:the injury which 


oe them by this Nlanderous and Wn oy: mg 
es we will for De '%s 
er pe for 20g 6) yo TE: x bi | 
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to nothin hey, foul rates to talk of this as ſome do, in 

fo ormida ble a manage for the, obltrucing all the By 
tentions of this Poon Convocation,” is a Scarecrow 


yhich Rd hogs t- up, Dot rione "bur Fools Gan be 


bs res thus far- having thewn you the/neceſ ity which 
urgeth vs to doe what may Þecome us in this preſent 
Cony Comer \tpethioks the caſe is'Þ plain, tha I can- 
notio rom when hence it 18 dt t prefent oþx ſiti- 
on may Nee” valeſs it be that Tote, = they hear of 
Reformation, afe afraid: - _ Church power * An 


Church: 
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Church promotions. . If this be the matter,. as I doube 
it is, that makes ſo tnany hang off. from the publick 
good of the Church at this time, I deſire they would 
conſider whether they doe” not rake” the. moſt ' effeftual 
courſe to bring that about which they fear. If by ſuch 
moderate abatements as are requires we give ſatisfation 
to the Nation , they Will be the better inclined to bear 
with us in all things elſe, and make the continyance o 
our eſtabliſhments more laſting among them. if on 
the contrary; by our refuſal, we provoke them againſt 
tis, T know not but that, inſlead of that moderate and 
jaſt reformation which they will now be contented with, 
they may take the matter into theit own hands, and bri 

us to that of Scir/and, which we are ſo much afraid of, 
and deprive.us. of.all. And of this we have a plain in- 
ſanice in the Caſe of the Council of 7rexr. ' Had they 
— qpaca any moderate Conceſſions to the juft demands of 
the Germans, and yielded them but ſome of thoſe a, 
which are now. a burthento them, fad which they would 
be gladly rid of, if they could with reputation, I doube 
not the Church of Rome might have retained its power 
over ns yg lym Churc op time ; but Kory 
fralouſie of 'thi wer making t igorous to yie 

HoUUng, bath bt, them in the dire Vy to loſe all. 
And if we follow the ſame courſe , 1 doubt the ſame cf- 
| will enſue. In ſumm, ſuch bye ends are always 
moſt unjuſtifiable in Eccleſiaſtical Councils, in which no 
conſiderations of ſecular intereſt, but thoſe onely which 
may beſt tend to the Honour of God and the Salvation 
of men ought to influence all our determinations , and 
could we but all come -27— with this mind, I ſhould 
think our ſelves ſo ſure of the bleſſing of God upon all ” 
- our endeavours, that I durft promiſe you all the good 
ſucces from this Conyocation that can be deſired, what» 


/ ever appearance there may at preſent be to the _ 
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